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true sense. The following passage from Mr. Pooled Sermons on the Apostles' Creed may perhaps serve to throw some light on a question obscured by the use of incorrect language, and to modify the uncharitable judgment of those who seem to accuse the orthodox of setting aside the necessity of genuine conversion.
" Those who object to the expression Baptismal Regeneration, by regeneration mean, for the most part, the first influx of irresistible and indefectible grace : grace that cannot be repelled by its subject, and which must issue in his final salvation. Now, of such grace our Church knows nothing, and of course, therefore, means not by regeneration at Baptism, the first influx of such grace. That the sins, original and actual, of the faithful recipient of Baptism are washed away, she doth indeed believe; and also that Grace is given to him by the immediate agency of the HOLY SPIRIT ; yet so that the conscience thus cleansed may be again defiled, and that the baptized person may, and often does, by his own fault, fall again into sin, in which if he die, he shall without doubt perish everlastingly; his condemnation riot being avoided, but rather increased, by his baptismal privileges. So that, in fact, we say not that any one is regenerated at Baptism, according to the meaning of these words in the lips of our opponents. And if they will not admit that baptism is the divinely appointed medium of regeneration in our sense of that term, what grace can they imagine so trifling as to comport with their views of that Sacrament, and at the same time so lofty and essential, as to be contemplated by CHRIST in the solemn institution of a Sacrament, and in his declarations concerning the efficacy and necessity of that Sacrament ; and by the Apostles, and the whole Church, in their sense of the same matter, and their consequent practice ? What approaches most nearly to that grace of their own imagining, which they call regeneration, is the repentance not to be repented of, and followed by fruits of righteousness to the glory of GOD'S grace, and to the salvation of the Christian, which we call Conversion or renewal, and attribute to the same SPIRIT from whom we receive our new life at Baptism; and which we hold to be as necessary to the salvation of one who has fallen